
Art in the Library Policy
Our mission is to be the heart of community connections. Our vision is a community where everyone 
enriches the world in their own way. We believe that this should be reflected in our physical space. Our 
policy objectives for art in the Library include:

• Offering access to a wide-range of creative and cultural expression for discovery and enjoyment

by residents and visitors alike;

• Creating a physical space that is appealing and reflects our diverse community; and

• Supporting our local arts community.

The display of visual art can significantly enhance our public spaces. Given that the Library has limited
display space, as well as limited safe storage space for art not on display, the Library does not have a 
permanent art collection. We appreciate all offers of donations, but we cannot accept them at this time. 

The Library will work with the Whistle Stop Gallery to coordinate the temporary, rotating display of art
in the main part of the building. 

The Library will host temporary art exhibits in the meeting room. Applications may be made to the 
Library Director.

Ownership of all art will remain with the artist or the Whistle Stop Gallery. 

Exhibitors are responsible for obtaining insurance for their works. The Library will not be responsible 
for the security of art on display. Displays will not be supervised or otherwise secured and are 
accessible to the public during the Library’s open hours. 

For art exhibits held in the meeting room:

• Exhibitors are responsible for installing the display and leaving the room in the same condition 

as found. Installation must use the Library’s hanging system or other facilities provided.

• The Library will not act as an agent for the sale of any work. The artist or Whistle Stop Gallery 

may provide contact information or promotional material.

Donations of Art:

Please refer to our policy on donations (3.2) for further information.

The Library upholds the values outlined in the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, including 
intellectual freedom and free access to information. Since artwork is displayed in a public place, 
content and images may be viewed by people of all ages, backgrounds, and sensibilities, including 
children. 

The McBride & District Public Library Board reserves the right to accept or refuse a display at any 
time. 
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