
Tuesdays With Morrie by Mitch Albom

         This memoir tells of the relationship between Morrie Schwartz, 
a professor of Sociology, and the author who was a former student. 
Mitch Albom greatly admired Morrie while attending Brandeis University, 
because of his easygoing manner, his questioning intellect, and his 
generosity of time to interested students.
         Morrie guided Mitch to higher than planned
academic levels, and 
when Mitch finally graduated, he gave Morrie a leather
briefcase in 
appreciation.  At graduation they agreed to stay in
touch, but as they 
say, "life got in the way".
         Mitch went on to be a sports journalist and tv
sports 
commentator.  Then one night he happened to see a
segment on TV's 
Nightline, where Morrie was being interviewed
because of his unusual 
positive attitude as he was dying of ALS.  Seeing
Morrie again prompted 
Mitch to contact his old professor and renew their
friendship.
        Because his newspaper was on strike and he
couldn't go to work, 
Mitch flew the seven hundred miles to visit with Morrie.  As a student, 
Mitch and Morrie used to regularly meet on campus to visit and discuss 
topics every Tuesday. Now with Morrie dying, and their friendship 
re-established, and his lack of work due to the strike, Mitch again 
began to make the long trip every Tuesday to discuss life, death, 
friendship, and other philosophical topics.
         I found this a difficult book to read because on each 
consecutive Tuesday visit, Mitch finds Morrie's condition greatly 
deteriorated.  He slowly loses all control of his body and becomes 
physically like an infant, totally dependent on others for him to stay 
alive. Although Morrie keeps a cheerful personality during his ordeal, 
the reader knows how this saga is going to end.
         During these Tuesday meetings the dying professor teaches Mitch 
to value the real important things of life like time, friendships, and 
the giving of ourselves to others.
        Although hard to read, this book gives the reader much to ponder 
about life, friendship, and death. Even weeks after finishing the book, 
I am still thinking about it.


