
Journey by James Mitchner

When I looked over the books for our read of the month, The Old West, I picked up this 
book of the gold rush days. I was interested as my husband and I also travelled north 
and gold mined, 60 miles out of Dawson City in the early 50’s and an uncle of mine 
made the trek in 1897. 

Mitchner’s story starts out in England, the year
1897, with an expedition put into place by Lord
Luton and three other aristocrats plus an Irish
servant.  They will cross the Atlantic, travel by
train to Edmonton, all four going first class and
the servant Tim Folgarty always with the
masses to make out the best he can. As they
travel across the country, many people, heading
west are jumping on the train, Americans, east
Europeans and to our Lord, peasants; although
many are sitting in the same plush dinning car.
Mitchner brings out the class and superiority
personalities of the English gentry of that time in
history. 

The group are astounded with the mayhem
when they reach Edmonton; all are heading to
the Klondike in search of gold. Most have no
idea of what they will encounter on this trek.
Lord Luton and his group are going to buy their
supplies to last a year. Everyone wants
information and maps on how to get up to Dawson City. The easiest way will be 
crossing into American Territory, but no way is our Lord taking his expedition out of the 
British territory and stepping on that foreign soil. They will have to purchase a boat to 
travel the rivers, which they do and against advice from trappers and Indians the 
disastrous journey proceeds, spending the first winter camped beside a river. They are 
all disciplined men, but it turns out the servant is the strongest both mentally and 
physically. Through the stubborn arrogance of the Lord and the ingrained British attitude
to not question leadership, this small party end up a second winter in the wilderness and
tragedy

I found it a good story of how they prepared for winter, how Flogarty at the end 
discovered the cultural differences between the old world and the new. How in the years
to come the Lord finally sees how his superior attitude caused the loss of lives of his 
friends and goes on to be a fine leader of men during the First World War.


