
David Copperfield  by Charles Dickens

      This very engaging novel is written in the style of
an autobiography
of one David Copperfield, following his life from
childhood to maturity.
      David Copperfield never met his real father, who
died before David
was born. He and his mother lived a happy life until
she was courted by Mr.
Murdstone , who seemed benign, although
unloveable, until David was sent
away for a time to visit with their servant's family of
fishermen.
      Upon returning home, David discovers that his life
is forever
changed, and not to the good. In his absence, his
mother has married Mr
Murdstone, who has taken over the house along with
his stern and cruel
lackey of a sister. Murdstone believes in strick
obedience and discipline
not only from David, but also David's mother, who is
no longer allowed to
show her love to David, because Murdstone sees affection as a weakness.
      As David and his mother's life deteriorate under the religious
sternness and cruelty of Mr. Murdstone, David's education, which had
earlier thrived under his mother's tutelage, becomes a fearful ordeal as he
is pushed and punished at each mistake under Murdstone's unyielding eye.
At one point, in a headlock and about to be beaten, David in desperation,
bites his stepfather's hand, and is then brutally beaten, and imprisoned in
his room for five days.
        When he is finally freed, he is whisked off to a boarding school,
where he remains until finally being allowed to return home for the
holidays.  Back home, he finds his mother deteriorating and totally subdued
by Murdstone.
      A few months after returning to the boarding school, Copperfield
receives news that his mother has died. Murdstone, who now owns all of the
Copperfield property, feels he is no longer bound to David's education and
ends it, bringing him home, where David grieves for his mother.   Murdstone
soon makes a deal with a friend to put David to work, washing bottles in a
warehouse.
       This pretty much ends David Copperfield's experience with fathers.
It certainly was not a positive one, but it did not warp or ruin his life.
The novel continues with David encountering a colorful range of quirky
Dicken's characters and situations as he grows into adulthood.  Although I
knew a lot of the storyline from films, I thoroughly enjoyed reading David
Copperfield.




